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In Everything…? 

I Thessalonians 5:16-18 

 

 

Introduction – Praise God for Fleas! 

I’ve told stories about Corrie Ten Boom before.  She was a survivor of the German concentration 

camp at Ravensbruck in World War II.  Her inspirational story, as told in her book and the movie 

by the same title, The Hiding Place, is one of incredible faith in the worst of circumstances.  One 

can hardly imagine enduring what she and her sister, Bestie, suffered in the camp. 

 

One of the stories that she told related to the awful conditions in the dormitory where they slept.  

Slats in the upper bunks would frequently break bringing women and bedding crashing down on 

the unsuspecting sleepers below. The sleeping platforms were so narrow that you couldn’t even 

sit up in your bunk.  The toilet was unspeakable.  But the most bothersome of all was the heavy 

flea infestation.  I don’t know if you’ve ever had to deal with a flea infestation.  We had two 

house cats when we lived in Portland.  Not my favorite animal.  We weren’t smart enough to put 

flea collars on them.  One of the cats probably would have scratched my eyes out if I tried 

anyway.  Well, they raise welts all over your body, especially around your ankles.  When you 

start seeing them on your limbs and feeling them bite, it’s time to bomb your house.  Which, of 

course, is what we did.  Not with an explosive, but with chemicals that would kill the little 

nasties.  Corrie Ten Boom didn’t have that modern luxury.   

 

When she and her sister Betsie arrived, they were appalled by the conditions.  “How can we live 

in such a place?” Corrie asked her sister.  Bestie’s reply was really a prayer, “Show us.  Show us 

how…”  They had been able to smuggle a small Bible into the camp and their eyes fell to our 

text for today: 

 

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will 

of God in Christ Jesus for you. 

I Thessalonians 5:16-18 
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Corrie wrote in her book, “’Give thanks in all circumstances,’ [Betsie] quoted. “It doesn’t say, 

‘in pleasant circumstances.’  Fleas are part of this place where God has put us.’ And so we stood 

between piers of bunks and gave thanks for fleas.  But this time, I was sure Betsie was wrong.”
1
 

 

Throughout their internment the guards never visited their sleeping quarters which gave them 

great freedom to pray, read Scripture, and encourage the other women.  Betsie later found out 

why.  The guards couldn’t stand the fleas! 

 

Prayer 

 

Provisions for life… 

We all have much to be grateful for.  Very few of us ever go hungry.  And if we found ourselves 

in a situation where we didn’t have the resources to feed ourselves, there is a social safety net 

that will provide the food that we need.  The same is true of housing.  We have a roof over our 

heads and a bed to sleep in.  Jesus said that our heavenly Father feeds the birds of the air and 

clothes the flowers of the field.  He does not fail to provide the essentials of life to those whom 

he loves.   

 

Most of us take all of this for granted.  Only a few can remember the days of privation during the 

Great Depression.  I remember a few times just having macaroni and ketchup for dinner because 

our family’s budget was stretched too thin. Perhaps some of you have those kinds of memories.  

But those days are few and far between.  Compared to most of the rest of the world today, the 

poorest among us are far better off than most of the rich in the Third World.   

 

If you agree, say, “Lord, we thank you.” 

 

Friends and family… 

Folliott S. Pierpoint wrote these wonderful words in his hymn, For the Beauty of the Earth: 

 

 For the joy of human love, brother, sister, parent, child; 

 Friends on earth and friends above;  

                                                      
1
 Corrie Ten Boom, The Hiding Place, p. 181.  
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 For all gentle thoughts and mild; 

 Lord of all, to Thee we raise 

 This our hymn of grateful praise.  

 

Our families are a great blessing.  I know that not all families are healthy.  In fact, probably all of 

our clans have a little bit of dysfunction.  But the fact remains that for most of us, the 

relationships that we have with our parents, our siblings, and our children are some of the richest 

blessings we have during our sojourn here on earth.  And as the hymnwriter reminds us, we have 

“friends above” as well – those loved ones who have gone on to be with the Lord while we 

cherish their memory.  Sadly, some don’t have this blessing.  They are perhaps the poorest of us 

all and we need to remember these especially during these upcoming holidays.   

 

Beyond family, we are blessed to live in perhaps the most wonderful nation in the history of the 

world.  We have the freedom to pursue our dreams.  We have freedom of worship and speech. 

Though threats are rising, we are generally free from the threat of violence – certainly in 

comparison to those who live in the Middle East, Africa, and Latin America.  God has blessed 

America, “our home, sweet home.”  Let us never take that for granted. 

 

If you agree, say, “Lord, we thank you.” 

 

For salvation… 

But the best gift of all is Jesus Christ.  Oh sure, some may say in cynicism.  “That’s what you’re 

supposed to say. You’re a pastor.”  Jesus is the best gift of all because the life and salvation that 

he gives to us is infinite in its goodness and eternal in it duration.  There is no limit – no height, 

no depth – to his love for us who have come to him in faith through Jesus Christ.  This best gift 

of all is beyond our best imagination.  The apostle Paul, in his letter to the Ephesians, describes 

God’s goodness in superlatives that cascade upon each other: 

 

How blessed is God! And what a blessing he is! He’s the Father of our Master, Jesus 

Christ, and takes us to the high places of blessing in him. Long before he laid down 

earth’s foundations, he had us in mind, had settled on us as the focus of his love, to be 
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made whole and holy by his love. Long, long ago he decided to adopt us into his family 

through Jesus Christ. (What pleasure he took in planning this!) He wanted us to enter into 

the celebration of his lavish gift-giving by the hand of his beloved Son. 

 

Because of the sacrifice of the Messiah, his blood poured out on the altar of the Cross, 

we’re a free people—free of penalties and punishments chalked up by all our misdeeds. 

And not just barely free, either. Abundantly free! He thought of everything, provided for 

everything we could possibly need, letting us in on the plans he took such delight in 

making. He set it all out before us in Christ, a long-range plan in which everything would 

be brought together and summed up in him, everything in deepest heaven, everything on 

planet earth. 

Ephesians 1:3-10 (The Message) 

 

Jesus Christ and the salvation that he has brought to us is the best of all blessings! 

 

If you agree, say, “Lord, we thank you.” 

 

For adversity… 

But some of you are in deep pain.  You are wrestling with struggles that threaten to overwhelm 

you.  You can honestly give thanks for all the good things that you have, but you just can’t give 

thanks for your present circumstances, even when the Bible says it is God’s will for you.  

Sometimes, it’s helpful to look around.  There’s probably someone who has experienced worse 

than you and have been able to overcome and even give thanks.  Here’s one helpful example:  

 

Nic Vujicic’s Story 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2isQjBNiC7c 

 

So what circumstance is too difficult for you to give God thanks?  If Nic Vujucic, who was born 

without any limbs can thank God for his circumstances, so can you.  If Corrie and Betsie Ten 

Boom can thank God for fleas in the midst of an inhumane concentration camp, what is it that 

you are struggling with?  Let’s look a little closer at the Apostle Paul’s words: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2isQjBNiC7c
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Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances;  

 

These three go together.  Rejoice always?  Yes, because just like being born without limbs gave 

Nic a wonderful platform to proclaim the hope of Jesus Christ and fleas gave Corrie and Betsy 

freedom in their imprisonment, God will use the difficult circumstances of your life for your 

good.  Listen to these wonderful words from Psalm 119: 

 

You have dealt well with your servant, 

    O Lord, according to your word. 

Teach me good judgment and knowledge, 

    for I believe in your commandments. 

Before I was afflicted I went astray, 

    but now I keep your word. 

You are good and do good; 

    teach me your statutes. 

The insolent smear me with lies, 

    but with my whole heart I keep your precepts; 

their heart is unfeeling like fat, 

    but I delight in your law. 

It is good for me that I was afflicted, 

    that I might learn your statutes. 

The law of your mouth is better to me 

    than thousands of gold and silver pieces. 

    Psalm 119:65-72 (Emphasis mine) 

 

You see, God allows the afflictions of our life – I didn’t say he causes them – he allows them 

into your life in order to draw you to himself.  Many of you know this first hand.  I certainly do.   

 

That’s why Paul says, “Pray without ceasing.”  It doesn’t mean that you’re always in some sort 

of prayer meeting.  It simply means that your life is and your consciousness is an on-going 

dialogue and conversation with God.  And when you are living in chronic pain and 
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disappointment, it is only there that you will find peace.  And you will find you strength as the 

Scripture promises (Psalm 138:3, Isa. 40:31).   

 

The Apostle Paul knew what he was talking about.  Throughout his ministry, he experienced 

slanderous lies, plots against him, stonings, beatings, and imprisonment.  And yet he says, 

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, and give thanks in every circumstance.”  Why? Because 

in so doing we are looking to God alone in faith.   

 

And that, dear friends, is God’s will and plan for you and me.  It is there that we will find the 

pathway of peace, and life, and blessing.   

 

What are you thankful for this morning? 

And so, what are you thankful for this morning?  It could be the essential blessings of life.  

Perhaps friends and family or the blessings of living in this country.  Or maybe you are in the 

midst of a terrible trial.  In faith, give thanks anyway.  It is God’s will for you.  

 

(Exercise of writing it in the space in the bulletin…) 

 

Set up the hymn… 

I’ve told this story before, but it bears repeating.  How do you give thanks in the worst of 

circumstances?  You can only do it if you have faith in a God who is good and in control of all 

things.  Pastor Martin Rinkart lived in the seventeenth century during the Thirty Years War.  His 

town was devastated by violence, famine, and disease.  During the worst of it, he would do up to 

fifty funerals a day.  In 1637, he did over 4,000, including his wife’s.  And yet, in the midst of 

these terrible circumstances and devastating sorrow, he penned these words of faith: 

 

Now thank we all our God, with heart and hands and voices, 

Who wondrous things has done, in Whom this world rejoices; 

Who from our mothers’ arms has blessed us on our way 

With countless gifts of love, and still is ours today. 
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O may this bounteous God through all our life be near us, 

With ever joyful hearts and blessèd peace to cheer us; 

And keep us in His grace, and guide us when perplexed; 

And free us from all ills, in this world and the next! 

 

All praise and thanks to God the Father now be given; 

The Son and Him Who reigns with Them in highest Heaven; 

The one eternal God, whom earth and Heaven adore; 

For thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore. 

 

Now Thank We All Our God #766 

 


